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In northern Sumatra, straddling the border of
the provinces of North Sumatra and Nanggroe
Aceh Darussalam, and covering 1,094,692
hectares (ha), lies the Gunung Leuser National
Park (GLNP). Established in 1980, the park takes
its name from Mount Leuser, whose peak
stretches to 3,404 m above sea level. Together
with Bukit Barisan Selatan and Kerinci Seblat
National Parks, it forms the Tropical Rainforest
Heritage of Sumatra UNESCO World Heritage Site (inscribed in 2004).  Leuser
was also declared by UNESCO as a Biosphere Reserve in 1980, and by ASEAN
Secretariat as ASEAN Heritage Park in 1984.

The GLNP is located within the 2.6 million ha Leuser Ecosystem (LE), considered
the last stronghold of the critically endangered Sumatran orangutan.  The LE
represents a complex, amazingly diverse, but above all, fragile habitat. In addition
to orangutans, there exists a wide ranging, delicately balanced network of
animal and plant species, of which just a selection of them are introduced in
this  booklet.

Bukit Lawang, from 1972-2001, was the site of an orangutan rehabilitation
project, with 229 ex-captive orangutans rescued from the pet trade having
passed through the programme. Nowadays, Bukit Lawang is considered one
of the best gateways unto experiencing the many marvels of the Gunung
Leuser National Park. Although no longer a centre for active rehabilitation and
release, the forests surrounding Bukit Lawang still offer many opportunities to
observe orangutans and many other amazing species of fauna and flora.

This pocket guidebook is intended to help you identify what you can see and
also to understand a little more about each species morphology, ecology, and
behaviour.  Given the great amount of mammal and bird species living in GLNP,
we have selected some of the most impressive to be briefly described in this
booklet.

Gunung Leuser National ParkGunung Leuser National Park

Behaviour and Ecology : Diurnal and arboreal.
Males are semi-solitary; when there is good food
availability they will be more social. Females
travel with their offspring. Tool use (of variable
sorts) has been seen in different populations
throughout Sumatran and Bornean Orangutan,
with a high prevalence of use seen in swamp
forests (perhaps related to the very high densities
of orangutans found in these important areas).

Sumatran Orangutan
Pongo abelii
Mawas
6,624

Appearance : Long, thick, russet red hair
covering the upper body, arms, legs and head.
Mature males have cheek pads covered with
a fine white hair. Males larger and about 80kg,
females 39kg.

There are two genetically distinct species: the
Sumatran Orangutan and the Bornean
Orangutan (P. pygmaeus). Sumatran
Orangutans have lighter coloured hair, longer
more pronounced beard and moustache,
narrower cheekpads and a longer, thinner
frame than their Bornean relatives.

Home range : Female home range can be
between 800 and 1,500 ha. The real extent of
male home range size is not fully known, but
is thought to be over 3,000 ha.

Diet : Primarily eats fruits, but also leaves,
termites and ants. Meat consumption has also
been reported, though infrequently, and is
considered to be opportunistic feeding rather
than active hunting, upon relatively easy
targets like the Slow Loris.

Lar gibbon/White-handed Gibbon
Hylobates lar
Uwa-Uwa, Ungko Lengan Putih

Appearance : White face ring and white hands
and feet. Fur colour varies cream to black and
dark brown to red, with no relation to sex or age.
Males are larger and about 5 to 8 kg, Females 4
to 7 kg.

Home range : Varies geographically from 16 ha
up to 54 ha.

Diet : Largely fruit-eating including mainly figs,
as well as young shoots, leaves, some flowers,
and insects. They swallow nearly all the seeds of
the fruits, making them important forest seed
dispersers.

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Behaviour and Ecology : Diurnal and arboreal.
With morning duet calls (singing) common.
Average group size is 3 to 5 individuals. They
have a monogamous social structure of 1 male-
1 female with offspring in a cohesive family
group.

Sumatran orangutan
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Sumatran Rhino
Dicerorhinus sumatrensis sumatrensis
Badak Sumatera

Appearance : The Sumatran Rhino is the smallest
and most endangered of the five living
rhinoceros species.  The squat, thick-statured
body is a reddish-brown colour and may be
covered with long hair, so much so that this
species is also known as the 'hairy rhinoceros'.
Similar to the African Rhinos, the Sumatran also
has two horns instead of one (making it the only
Asian Rhino to have two).  500 to 800 kilograms

Home range : Males up to 5,000 ha and females
between 1,000 and 1,500 ha

Diet : A browser with a diet of young saplings,
leaves, fruits, twigs and shoots. Can consume up
to 50kg of food a day.

Rhinoceros
c  Mike O. Griffiths
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Lesser Mousedeer (Tragulus javanicus), Large Mousedeer (Tragulus napu),
Barking Deer (Muntiacus muntjak), Sambar Deer (Cervus unicolor), Clouded
Leopard (Neofelis nebulosa), Flat-headed Cat (Prionailurus planiceps),
Temminck's Golden Cat (Catopuma temminckii), Leopard Cat (Prionailurus
bengalensis).

Reptiles
Swamp Crocodile (Crocodylus palustris), Estuarine
Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus), Flying Frog
(Rhacaphorus pardalis), Flying Snake (Crisopelea
sp.), Common Flying Lizard (Draco volans), Hawksbill
Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), Leatherback Turtle
(Dermochelys coriacea), Water Monitor (Varanus
salvator).

Birds
Argus Pheasant (Argusianus argus), Asian
pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros albirostris), Rhinoceros
Hornbill (Buceros rhinoceros), White-bellied Sea-
eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster), Blue-crowned
Hanging Parrot (Loriculus galgulus), Osprey
(Pandion haliaetus).
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Behavioural Ecology : Diurnal and arboreal.
Animals live in single male-multi female
groups, where the male protects the females
from external threats. Average group size is 6
individuals.
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Behaviour and ecology : Sumatran Rhinos are a
solitary and secretive species. They occupy home
ranges that are marked conspicuously with
faeces, urine and soil scrapes.  Individuals spend
the day in wallows, allowing the mud to cool
their skin and protect it from drying out. Foraging
occurs either at night or during the cool of the
early morning and evening.  Essential minerals
are obtained from salt licks and these are a
requirement for each home range.

Thomas Leaf Monkey
Presbytis thomasi
Kedih

Appearance : Body covered in black fur with
white fur on torso and under arms and legs.
Face has a white V shape meeting at the eyes,
with a very distinct black mohawk hair style.

Body weight : Between 5 to 8 kg.

Home range : 12 to 16 ha. Endemic to northern
Sumatra

Diet : Primarily leaf eating, but also feeds on
fruits and flowers, and occasionally fungus and
the stalks of coconuts as well as ground snails.

c  Miran Campbell Smith

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Thomas leaf monkey

Behaviour and Ecology :  Primarily nocturnal.
Spends time both on the ground and climbing
trees for food. Except for females with offspring,
sun bears are normally solitary. They do not
hibernate like other bear species as food
availability is good throughout the year.

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Other fauna
In addition to the described species, in GLNP you can also find at least 194
species of reptiles and amphibians, 387 bird and 127 mammal species, again
with just a shortlist given here.  Ask a GLNP ranger or your guide which of
these they've seen, and keep an eye out for them yourself!

Mammals
Siamang (Symphalangus syndactylus),
Long-tailed Macaque (Macaca
fascicularis), Pig-tailed Macaque (M.
nemestrina), Slow Loris (Nycticebus
coucang), Sumatran Elephant (Elephas
maximus sumatrensis), Sumatran Tiger
(Panthera tigris sumatrae), Otter (Lutra
sp.), Red Giant Flying Squirrel (Petaurista
petaurista), Wild Dog (Cuon alpinus), Hog
Badger (Arctonyx collaris), Sumatran elephant

Malayan Sun Bear
Helarctos malayanus
Beruang madu

Appearance : Body is covered in dark black or
brown-black fur except for the chest where there
is a horseshoe shaped pale orange-yellow
marking. Similar coloured fur is found around
the muzzle and eyes. Males 40 – 60kg, Females
20-40kg.

Home range :  Between  9 and 15 ha

Diet : Omnivorous, feeding on termites, ants,
beetle larvae, bee larvae and honey, with a large
variety of fruit species epecially figs.

Sun bear
c  Mike O. Griffiths
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Rhinoceros hornbill

Clouded leopard
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At least 8,500 different plant species grow in the differing habitat blocks of
the GLNP.

In the beach and swamp forest, you may find Casuarina trees ( Casuarina
sp.), Wild Nutmeg (Myristica sp.), Camphor or Kapur Baros (Drybalancops
aromatica), Nibung Palms, Rotan (Calamus  sp.), Mangrove trees or Api-api
(Avicennia sp.) and Pandan (Pandanus sp.).  Matoa (Pometia pinnata) grows
along rivers.

In the lowland forest, trees like
Meranti (Shorea sp.), Keruing
(Dipterocarpus sp.), Camphor and
Damar (Hopea sp.) and several wild
fruit trees like Durian (Durio
zibethinus), Mango (Mangifera
indica), wild banana, citrus fruit and
wild jack fruit grow in abundance.

In the mountain and alpine woods
several species of moss and wild
flowers grow :  gentians, primulas,
strawberry, herbs, and wild orchids
are found. The Rafflesia arnoldii  also grows here.

For further information, please visit the nearest GLNP Visitor Centre or visit
the website (www.gunungleuser.or.id). You can also visit the below website
as well as download this pocket guidebook at :
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www.orangutancentre.org
www.orangutans-sos.org

As you trek through the forest at Bukit Lawang, it is important to remember
that you are entering the habitat of one of the rarest great ape species on
Earth. Before you enter the protected area, please obtain a permit at the visitor
centre of the national park and all visitors must be accompanied by an official
and trained guide when in the national park.

The population of Sumatran orangutans at Bukit Lawang has been from two
different origins:
1. Wild individuals, some of which have already become habituated to human

presence, while the rest are still not used to humans in their habitat.
2. Ex-captive individuals that have been rehabilitated and released in the

forest. The process of captivity and rehabilitation ofen result released
orangutans not fearing humans  and even expecting to interact with 
them.

Inappropriate behaviour by visitors may affect the behaviour and health of
orangutans from both populations negatively, which places them at increased
risk of becoming stressed and falling ill. By following these simple guidelines,
visitors are able to see the Sumatran orangutans at Bukit Lawang in a way
which is both safe for themselves and safe for the orangutans, whilst at the
same time, experiencing a more natural, unique experience in the forest.

Group Responsibilities

• Every member of a visitor group should maintain a minimum distance of 
at least SEVEN TO TEN METERS from the closest orangutan (as in other great
ape tourism sites). The potential for disease transfer, both humans to
orangutan and orangutan to human, is very high due to the close genetic
relationship between humans and great apes. Pneumonia, influenza,
tuberculosis, hepatitis A, B, C, and E, cholera, herpes, parasites, and even the
common cold can all be passed between great apes and humans.

Rafflesia, Corpse flower
Rafflesia arnoldii
Bunga bangkai/Bunga rafflesia

Description : The world’s largest individual
flower, found only in Sumatra and the
neighbouring island of Borneo. It can weigh
as much as 11kg when fully grown, with its
dark pink and red petals growing up to 1m
long. It is a parasitic plant and lacks any
leaves, stems or roots.  It obtains nutrients
from host plants which it attaches itself to.
Its rather morbid common name is the
‘corpse flower,’ as it is said to emit a very
pungent smell used to attract pollinating
insects within the dense forest.

Common name
Latin name
Local name
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Titan arum
Amorphophallus titanum
Bunga bangkai suweg raksasa

Description : The titan arum stands at 1.8m
tall,  surrounded by an unfurling, maroon
and green petal-like mantle. Having only
been successfully cultivated outside its
original areas for twelve times, this elusive
flower blooms only for a few days before
collapsing under its own weight. It is
endemic to the forests of Sumatra.

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Titan arum

Rafflesia
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GUIDELINES FOR VISITORS
TO THE BUKIT LAWANG ECOTOURISM SITE

Durian tree

 o This distance also serves to protect visitors from the possibility of
aggressive encounters from wildlife.

        o If an animal moves towards a visitor group or any member of the
group, the group must move away and maintain the minimum distance
at all times.

• Once in the presence of orangutans (less than 50 metres away), visitors
may stay NO LONGER THAN ONE HOUR.  When this period is over, the 
group should leave the area
where the orangutan is in.
Remember that visitors are
guests in the Gunung Leuser
National Park, which is the
orangutans’ home, and that
what is best for the orangutans
is to freely roam and forage
naturally in the forest without
excessive disturbance.

Orangutan Viewing
Sumatran orangutans share over 96.5% of their DNA with humans and they
are highly intelligent, thinking, feeling beings and should be treated with due
care and respect. Visitors to the Bukit Lawang site are to observe the following
‘orangutan etiquette’ guidelines:
• Visitors should not touch the orangutans or other wildlife under any

circumstances. Touching the orangutans is very dangerous, for various
reasons: diseases, infections and even parasites can easily pass between
orangutans and humans.  Touching them also gives the orangutans the
chance to grab things from visitors, some of them do, with all four hands,
typically to steal food or other items. A mature orangutan is approximately
four times stronger than a human and can inflict serious injury if they feel
threatened or irritated.

c  Eva Collado

c YOSL-OIC



Visitor Responsibilities
• Visitors must not enter the forest if they are feeling unwell or recently had

an illness and/or diarrhoea. It is each visitor’s moral responsibility to report
any sign of disease to their guide before entering the forest. Spending time
around the orangutans whilst unwell can seriously risk infecting them, which
could easily result in their death - and has, in the past.

    If a ranger or guide feels that a visitor is not well enough to enter the forest,
it is within his/her authority to refuse entry to the visitor.

• No food should be brought into the forest by visitors. If necessary (for
longer-term treks or in special cases), all food should be carried by the
guide for safe-keeping.

Eating, drinking,  or even having food visible whilst in the forest increases
the risk of both disease  transmission and attacks from orangutans.

•   Visitors should take any litter they have out of the forest when they leave.

This includes fruit skins as discarded foods may later attract orangutans 
and allow for disease transfer

• If the visitor needs to defecate
within the forest, he/she must
ensure that it is away from the
orangutans and that a hole is
dug (at least 30cm deep) and
subsequently filled in. Where
possible, visitors should try and
wait until they are out of the
forest.
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•   Visitors and/or guides must not feed the orangutans under any
circumstances.

• Visitors should not under any circumstances move to or stay in a location
that puts them between two orangutans.  Orangutan mothers are extremely
protective of their young and can become aggressive if they feel that their
infant is being threatened. Male orangutans can become aggressive if
anyone approaches their consort, and may threaten, chase or even attack.

• Visitors or guides should not call out to the orangutans or otherwise lure
them to change their behaviour. Calling or luring the orangutans can cause
stress and disrupts natural behaviour.

• Visitors should refrain from making any sudden movements and should
not attempt to gain the attention of the orangutans by waving their arms,
etc., for the same reasons given above.

• Visitors should refrain from making too much noise within the forest and
try to talk quietly. Loud noise can be interpreted as a threat and orangutans
can  respond either by fleeing or threatening back.  Remaining quiet also
better ensures you will see more wildlife.

      If an orangutan begins to make kiss-squeak vocalisations, throaty grunts or
growls, “raspberry” sounds, breaking and throwing branches, etc.,  these
are signs of irritated disturbance and aggressive threats. It is best  to move
on and leave the orangutan alone.

Name : ..................................................................................................................................................
Nationality : ........................................................................................................................................
Email address : ..................................................................................................................................

Notes & Comments

Please use this space to record any interesting species, experiences, or events
that occurred during your visit. If you like, you can submit this form to the

National Park office/visitor centre for their records.  You can also email us any
comments at  info@orangutancentre.org
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Forest Responsibilities
Like any tropical forest, Bukit Lawang and its surrounding areas represent a
complicated and diverse (but above all, fragile) habitat. The whole forest system
is a delicately balanced network of animal and plant species and many species
are heavily dependent upon one-another. We therefore ask visitors to follow
this simple guideline:
• Visitors should not remove, damage, or alter any of the vegetation within

the forest. Visitors should not take leaves, seeds and shells out from the forest
as all play a role within the forest ecosystem.

It is the responsibility of every person entering the forest to help ensure the
survival of this critically endangered species and its habitat. Visitors should
discourage other members in their party, including their guides, from acting
in a way which contradicts these guidelines, and should express their disapproval
and report to the national park office any activity which puts either the visitors
or the orangutans at risk.

With your help and cooperation, the orangutan and other wildlife can continue
to flourish in Bukit Lawang, and visitors for years to come will also be able to
enjoy and appreciate them in their natural forest home.

c  Eva Collado

c  Eva Collado
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Cover photo sources :
Sumatran Tiger, Rhino ( c  YLI), Hornbill ( c  Viva News), Sumatran Elephant ( c  FFI), Sumatran

Orangutan ( c  YOSL-OIC)
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